Unit 2

1. Japan



a. Geography




1. Four main islands




2. Relatively isolated





a. Rate of exchange limited





b. Only in recent centuries has it allowed Western influence

b. Political


1. Yamato clan – first, only dynasty to rule



a. Current emperor descendant of original


2. 7th Century – Prince Shotoku



a. Borrowed bureaucratic legal reforms from China

b. Called Taika Reforms – enacted after death – 
borrowed from China




1. Chinese characters in written language





a. but…did not work with Japanese language




2. Buddhism




3. Court etiquette from the Tang dynasty




4. Chinese architecture




5. Confucian literary classics

6. Organization of government into departments/ministries




7. law codes




8. tax system




9. calendar




10. art, literature, music



c. Modeled new capital after Tang capital



d. *** adopted Chinese beliefs, but rejected




1. Confucianism




2. civil service examination




3. In Japan, education not nearly as important as birth





a. Nobility hereditary, not earned



e. Buddhism threatened provincial leaders


3. After 794 – capital moved – power of aristocratic families increased



a. Emperor became figurehead, power with Fujiwara family

1. Unlike Mandate of Heaven – emperor can’t be overthrown

b. Eventually power spread, fighting over control of small territories



c. Heian Period – “city of peace”




1. Further isolation of emperor – kept in seclusion

2. Regional clansmen vie for kwampaku = ruler for emperoro




3. Rise of powerful clans/families with private armies


4. 1192 – power goes to Shogun – chief general



a. After Gempei Wars – peasants vs. Samurai

b. Military state established

c. Daimyo – huge landowner – samurai – part warrior/part nobility



d. Divided land to lesser vassals/samurai



e. Construction of fortresses - protection



c. Economic




1. Peasants/artistans exist to serve the samurai





a. Gradually became serfs– bound to the land




2. Hierarchy based on a land for loyalty exchange



d. Social




1. Early on – Shinto religion





a. “way of the gods”





b. kami – nature and all the forces of nature





c. goal – become part of kami by following rituals/customs





d. encourages obedience/proper behavior





e. Yamato claimed descendant from sun goddess




2. Buddhist Missionaries – brought Chinese culture





a. Most adopted Buddhism – kept Shinto




3. Under Fujiwara had Golden Age





a. Men started to write poetry, women more toward prose





b. Development of more unique Japanese culture





c. Lady Murasaki – Tale of Genji – epic about love/court life




4. Women






a. Noblewomen literary prolific compared to others






1. Written in the Japanese kana - syllabary





b. But…adored in Europe, lost all freedom in Japan




5. Code of Bushido – chivalry “Way of the Warrior”





a. Loyalty, courage, honor





b. Expected to commit suicide if he fails to uphold code






1. Seppuku – hari kari - disembowlment





c. Four Cardinal Virtues






1. Fidelity






2. Virility – fearlessness






3. Truthfulness/sincerity






4. Simplicity





d. Samurai dress, hairstyles, swords distinctive





e. Samurai at times called to protect emperor




6. Art under shogunate





a. sketches done with ink





b. tea ceremony






1. tranquility, ritual





c. decorative gardens






1. Related to philosophical/religious principles






2. cultivation of bonsai trees






3. Arrangement of rock garde





d. Haiku verses – triple lines – 17 syllables

1. simplicity, peacefulness, emphasis on insight/enlightenment





e. Noh drama

1. Similarities to Japanese feudalism

a. Knights to samurai – vassals who served in lord’s military force

b. Followed an honor code – chivalry

i. In contrast to bushido – chivalry was two-sided contract between vassal/lord

ii. Started 800s after division of Holy Roman Empire vs. started in opposition to power of the Fujiwara

iii. King, queen, emperor vs. Emperor as puppet ruler, shogun as real power

iv. Hereditary/deposed length of service vs. emperor hereditary/deposed, but shogun > force/intrigue

v. Ruler>Vassal>Vassal>Knight

vi. Emperor>provincial aristocrat>vassal warrior chief>samurai

vii. Large population engaged in agriculture vs. small agriculture population

viii. Bushido applied to both men and women of samurai class

1. Chivalry only followed by knights
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H. Tokugawa Japan



1. Political




a. History





i. The Warring States Period – 1467-1600 – Era of Independent Lords






a. Open defiance of the Shogun led to political fragmentation







i. small regions fighting against each other

ii. Governed by a series of military governments – shogunates

iii. By late 1300s/1400s, becoming increasingly decentralized






b. 200 daimyo – feudal lords fought each other







i. Samurais followed bushido – way of the warrior








1. Some left masters/masters killed - ronin






c. “samurai military aristocracy” further established






d. Ended in climatic battle of 1600







i.  Toyotomi Hideyoshi united Japan

1. Appointed five regents to rule until son got older

2. These five regents fought each other for power

ii. Winner Tokugawa Ieyasu


1. Forced Hideyoshi’s son to kill himself

2. Technically ruled in the name of the emperor, but…

ii. Tokugawa Shogunate – bakufu - 1603 – Tokugawa family acquired the title of shogun






a. Ruled Japan from city of Edo – Tokyo – known as Edo period






b. ended the feudal fighting






c. Established new feudal order that would last for centuries






d. 15 Tokugawa shoguns







i. Stability, law and order their priorities







ii. Known as the Great Peace








b. Centralized authority





i. Large estates of daimyo broken up and taken over by Tokugawa





ii. Peace came at the price of dictatorship






a. Increased social stratification




c. Economic gains





i. Population grew rapidly





ii. Rice and grain production more than doubled





iii. Highly urbanized – Edo one of world’s largest cities





iv. Built elaborate network of roads and canals





v. Manufacturing – lacquerware, pottery, steel, and quality weapons





vi. Merchant class gains in wealth and power



2. Social




a. Warring States Period





i. Religion






a. New sects of Buddhism arrived from China







i. attracted Samurai class








1. Buddhist detachment from worldly pain








2. impervious to suffering




b. Edo Period – Tokugawa Shogunate





i. Class hierarchy – social stratification becomes unbreakoutable






a. Samurai – martial elite, including shogun, all daimyo, soldiers






b. Farmers – peasants whose duty was to feed the nation






c. Craftspeople – makers of goods such as clothes/tools






d. Traders/merchants – business class who bought and sold

e. Eta:outcasts – engaged in “unclean” professions – animal skinning/tanning

f. Tokugawa laws – rigid to protect the status quo/privileges of samurai







i. Social class defined at birth







ii. Farmers had to stay on their land







iii. only samurai allowed to carry long sword

iv. Japanese forbidden from leaving Japanese islands – death







v. One Dutch ship could trade per year – Kyushu







vi. Families of daimyo lived in Edo – guarantees loyalty







vii. Christianity outlawed

1. Some southern daimyo converted and rebelled – cause




c. Neo-Confucianism





i. Tokugawa adopted to form traditional basis






a. Like China, reciprocal relationship between ruled and ruler

b. Ruler maintains order/acts benevolent and ruled obey those in charge






c. Creates harmony in society





ii. Hallmarks – primary points

a. Historicism – looked to the past as a guide – Shogun ruled in name of Emperor

b. Rationalism – investigate natural and human world to discover principles of human interactions

c. Basic Human Relations – Stressed social order, rejected Buddhist metahphysics – Five Relationships

d. Ethnocentrism – saw selves as superior to outsiders


i. Pride in divine emperor


ii. Own uniqueness as a people




d. Women





i. Women lived under increased restrictions






a. Particularly the samurai class – guided by Confucian teachings





ii. Wives obey husbands or face death





iii. Little authority over property





iv. Females educated at home, brothers at school

a. Upper class families – women expressed their literacy through creativity





v. Must display social graces that matched husband’s rank and status





vi. Lower class women






a. Gender relations more egalitarian






b. Both worked in fields






c. Women given respect as homemakers/mothers

d. Some peasant women active in social protests/political demonstrations






e. Girl children less valued







i. Some sold into prostitution







ii. Some put to death




e. Culture





i. Castle architecture partially imitated Europe

a. hilltop, stone, small windows, watchtowers, massive walls





ii. Drama






a. More restrained drama replaced with kabuki theater






b. Kabuki – emphasized violence, physical action and music







a. Often depicted urban life – brothels, dance halls







b. Criticized for its potentially corrupting effect





iii. Art

a. Woodblock Print becomes established artform

b. Borrowed from outsiders


a. Japanese potters borrowed Korean ceramics techniques


b. Experimented with western style oil painting



i. Perspective/interplay of light


c. Reason for difference



i. Urban areas developing rapidly



ii. Merchant and artisan class developing – patrons



iii. Confucian values carried less weight

2. Asian Empires




a. Japan





1. European feudalism was decentralized

i. feudal aristocracy owed allegiance to monarch but ruled own territories

ii. later monarch would need to reign in powerful nobles to build single nation





2. Japan feudalism became centralized

4. Japan – periods of isolation and acceptance

a. 1543 - Portuguese sailors shipwrecked and washed ashore on Southern island of Kyushu




b. Additional visits from European traders and missionaries





1. Western technology – clocks and firearms





2. Firearms






a. Changed Japanese warfare from feudal to modern






b. Allowed Tokugawa to maintain authority





3. Christian missionaries

a. At first, Catholic missionaries protected from Buddhist resistance

b. Late 1580s Tokugawa shifted protection – saw Catholicism as threat







i. Missionaries ordered to leave







ii. Christians persecuted and executed







iii. Distrusted new religion




c. By 1630 – trade only allowed in a few cities





1. Japanese ships forbidden from traveling long distances





2. Created seclusion laws – even limited trading with Chinese




d. By 1640 – only Dutch and Chinese allowed to trade at Nagasaki





1. Kept Japanese informed of Western developments – Dutch learning

2. Adopted those Western traditions considered appropriate for Japanese goals




e. Allowed Japanese merchant class to gain influence





1. Set stage for pre-industrial development
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i. Japan

1. Partial Modernization under Tokugawa Japan

a. Partially modernization both economically and socially

i. Population growth steady – increased urbanization

ii. Agriculture – fewer people producing more – Western technique

1. Allowed for more working class – urbanization

iii. Trade, commerce, manufacturing increasingly important

iv. National infrastructure needed – roads, canals, ports

v. Merchant class emerges – becomes middle class

vi. Awareness of scientific/technological knowledge from West – few






b. Problems with partial modernization







i. Threatened 5% aristocracy








1. Urbanization, Western learning, growing merchant class







ii. So…modernization controlled in early stages








1. Military class – samurai – control gunpowder

2. Meiji Restoration – second half 19th century – quickly industrialized

a. Outside forces forced change – Commodore Perry

i. Friendly words, but naval bombardment for show

ii. Next five years, other European countries pressure Japan

iii. Looks like they might be headed down path of other nations

b. Samurai leaders in southern provinces push to end foreign influence


i. Sat-Cho Alliance – fires on foreign ships



1.Fired back by Europe – reason to overthrow shogun



2. Install Emperor Meiji to power

a. First emperor in 1000 years to have power

ii. Comparing Industrialization in Great Britain and Japan

1. Sources of Capital

a. Britain 

i. private entrepreneurs, capitalists

ii. Limited foreign investment

b. Japan

i. Government investment in initial states

ii. Zaibatsu – few wealthy banking, industrial families – developed large business interests

1. Conglomerates that bought up textile mills and factories

iii. Limited foreign investment

2. Energy Resources

a. Britain

i. Large domestic deposits of coal for steam power

ii. Large domestic deposits of iron for building machinery

iii. Timber running out, had to move to coal

1. Coal mining required machine power to pump water

b. Japan

i. Has to import energy sources

3. Availability of Technology

a. Developed originally in Britain

i. Textile mills

ii. First steam engine

iii. First steel-making process

iv. Replaced other methods of powering machines

1. wind, water, animal

b. Japan

i. Had to import machinery

4. Pool of workers

a. Britain

i. almost doubling population in 1700s – 5>9 million

ii. clothing industry – piecework by poorly paid women – sweatshops

iii. Ennclosure Acts – pool of laborless workers

b. Japan

i. Also rapid population growth

ii. Clothing industry – sweatshops as well

5. Transportation System

a. Britain

i. Internal railway system

ii. Canals

iii. Shipping companies for export

iv. Small size

b. Japan

i. Internal railway system

ii. Shipping companies for export

6. Societal Changes

a. Britain

i. Reform movements

1. Class tension, labor unions, socialism

2. Women’s suffrage

3. Universal education

ii. Middle class

iii. Leisure time

b. Japan

i. some increased opportunity for education for women

ii. continued reliance on traditional family life

1. subordinate position of women

iii. Class tensions





7. Summary of differences






a. Both followed similar paths, but Japan on fast forward







i. A few decades what it took Britain a century

ii. Didn’t have to invent everything – just implement advances






b. Private corporations rose up







i. Industrialists like Mitsubishi family






c. Factories built






d. Urbanization increased dramatically






e. Reform instituted

viii. Japan





1. Tokugawa Shogunate in the 18th century






a. Ruled by Tokugawa clan – seized control in 1600s






b. Technically authority with emperor, reality with shogunate






c. Top of society – samurai – warrior class






d. Early successes







i. Helped centralize Japan

ii. Transformed from warring collection of states to peaceful country






e. Problems 







i. Highly dictatorial







ii. Stratified society with no chance for social mobility







iii. Few personal freedoms – people left out of politics







iv. Isolated self from rest of the world

a. Only relations with Korea, some China, Dutch – Nagasaki





2. Meiji Restoration






a. Meiji Restoration of 1868 began Japan’s modern age







i. Irony – rebellion anti-Western in nature, but








a. Must embrace West to survive/compete







ii. Revolution from above

a. Meiji’s govt radically alters politics, economics, social






b. Politics







i. Abolishes feudalism








a. Samurai have positions of power








b. No hereditary privileges








c. Stop payment to samurai








d. Samurai couldn’t wear swords







ii. Formal law code – Civil Code of 1898 drawn up







iii. Constitution of 1890 – elected parliament – Diet

a. Suffrage quite low – 5% - property qualifications








b. Emperor still has power over Diet

c. Created oligarchy – rule by Meiji and advisors








d. Less restrictive, but hardly representative








e. Women ignored – second class citizens

1. But…had some power with new working jobs

iv. Regional governments now run by prefects – state appointed






c. Economics

i. Modern efficiency – peasant #s decrease, productivity increases







ii. Industrialization

a. Sent young members of upper class to train in W. Europe









1. Engineering, economics, military








b. Ministry of Industry in 1870

c. State banks gave financing to growing industries

d. New railroads, steamships, ports, canals built








e. Zaibatsu – state sponsored huge corporations








f. Encouraged private enterprise







iii. Negatives of Industrialization








a. Taxes for farmers goes up








b. Working conditions for laborers goes down

1. Nagasaki – temps. up to 130, shot for escaping








c. Labor unions forbidden






d. Social







i. Rigid social hierarchy of Tokugawa ended

ii. Access to political positions increasingly based on merit








a. Civil service exam







iii. Middle class power grows

a. No longer negative stigma about trade and artisanship







iv. Negatives for lower class








a. Farmers taxed heavily

b. Industrial workers live/work in horrible conditions







v. But…for lower class








a. state funded education








b. now allowed to serve in military

b. population skyrocketed – 35 million 1873 > 55 in 1918

a. Japanese Imperialism

i. 17th and 18th centuries Japan successfully kept Europe out

1. Developed highly ethnocentric, self-involved society

2. Didn’t allow citizens to travel abroad

ii. 19th century proved too difficult

1. 1853 –US Commodore Matthew Perry scared the heck out of Japanese

a. Came on steamship

b. Showed off big guns

c. Japan realize isolation led to military/economic disadvantage





2. Like China, Europe/US set up unfair trade treaties





3. But…Japanese nationalists – aka samurai – were organized






a. Put Emperor Meiji into power





iii. Meiji Restoration





1. Era of Japanese westernization






a. Japan emerges as world power






b. 1870s building steamships/railroads

c. 1876 samurai class abolished – universal military service of all males





2. 1890s industrial/military power ready to show off






a. Kept US and Europe checked







1. Traded on more equal footing






b. Extremely fast industrial revolution





3. Expanding empire






a. 1895 – Sino-Japanese – gain control of Taiwan and Korea







1. Started as Korean peasant uprising – both took sides






b. 1904 – Russo-Japanese War – kicked Russia out of Manchuria







1. Asian power beat European power? Shocking!!!

2. Japan annoyed with Russia’s expanding Trans-Siberian Railroad







3. Surprise attack on Russia’s naval base at Port Arthur







4. Smaller army, but closer – not transported 4000 miles

5. Japan gets access to Liaotung Peninsula – w. of Korea








a. And…access to Manchuria






c. Japan now has its sphere of influence – a world power






d. Huge precedent

1. First time in 500 years, non-Western power beat Western







2. No longer world’s dominant civilization 







3. Empires would start fading over course of the century







4. Imperial ambitions spin out of control




iv. Meiji militarism and imperialism

1. Nationalistic sentiment ran high during late 1800s > increased desire for empire






a. State-sponsored religion of State Shintoism







a. modern revival of Japan’s ancient faith







b. emphasis on Japanese superiority







c. veneration of emperor as descendant of gods

2. Expanded due to need for markets – resource poor nation
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2. The Tigers – prosperous nations in Asia – Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Indonesia, Singapore



a. Economic and technical modernization



b. Urbanized greatly



c. High degree/variety of social services



d. Economies post-industrial and high-tech



e. Japan equaled or surpassed the West



f. Nominally democratic



g. Slow to embrace/tolerate diversity and individualism

4. Japanese aggression




a. European struggles in Europe makes it hard to protect colonies





i. Southeast Asia goes to Japan




b. Wants to establish Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere




c. US imposes economic sanctions in response to aggression





i. Japan needs US steel, oil raw materials





ii. Embargo act of war, so…




d. Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, takes over Pacific




e. Brings US into war





i. Now you have most productive economy +





ii. Incredible natural resources and manpower

a. No one can match America’s military industrialization + mass conscription of troops




5. Civilians as targets





a. Hitler killed 12 million Jews, gypsies, Slaves, religious groups





b. Japan killed 300,000 civilians – mostly in Nanking





c. Allied firebombing of Japanese cities and Dresden/Germany





d. Atomic bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima




6. Allies on the Offensive





a. Axis skill and quality armed forces vs.





b. Allied geographic size, humanpower, economies, natural resources






i. Longer war lasts, better chance Allies win






ii. Japan’s failure to take US, Germany’s fails Britain/USSR





c. Turning point 1942 – Axis loses all three battles






i. Midway – US Navy destroys Japanese aircraft fleet






ii. El Alamein – British defeat Rommell’s German tanks






iii. Stalingrad – Soviets prevent taking of S. Russia/oil





d. Shifting Tide – 1943-1944






i. Pacific – pushed Japan west + guerilla fighting






ii. Allies take N. Africa, invade Italy






iii. June 1944 – Normandy – Operation Overlord – D-Day







a. Hitler now has 3 front war





e. War at sea and in the air






i. At sea, defeats submarine fleet






ii. Allies control skies after 1943 – bomb Germany indiscrimat






iii. 1944 – bomb Japan constantly





f. End of World War II






i. May 1945 Germany surrenders – surrounded






ii. Japan continues with no chance of winning







a. Truman doesn’t want to invade







b. Traditional bombing not defeating Japan






iii. Atomic bomb







a. Japan warned







b. Aug. 6 Enola Gay > Hiroshima







c. August 9 > Nagasaki








i. Hundreds of thousands killed







d. Japan agrees to cease fire

3. Japanese War Crimes




1. Before WWII, Japan had committed thousands of atrocities





a. Worse – Rape of Nanjing – 200-400,000




2. Killed countless prisoners of war





a. Against rules of military combat




3. Prisoners of war used as scientific experiments – Unit 731




4. “Comfort women” in Korea and Southeast Asia





a. Forced into prostitution for Japanese soldiers




5. During Tokyo Trials, Japan tried for these crimes

2. Comparing nationalism in Europe to the colonies




a. Europe and Japan





i. Nationalism fueled racism, fascism and domination





ii. National pride synonymous with national expansion






a. Conquering of other peoples




b. In colonies





i. Nationalism equaled self-determination





ii. Ability to free nation from another’s rule/determine one’s destiny





iii. National pride meant national sovereignty 

2. Association of Southeast Asian Nations – ASEAN




a. Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Indonesia, Singapore




b. Mostly diplomatic in nature, but tightened economic ties

2. Group of Seven – G-7, then G-8




a. US, Canada, Great Britain, Japan, Germany, France, Italy, Russia




b. Meet more often

F. Militarism in Japan



1. Early 1920s Japan looks like its heading toward parliamentary capitalism




a. Power of Diet increases




b. Political parties more active/relevant




c. Universal male suffrage




d. Bill of rights




e. Less censoring of media




f. Economy continued to industrialize/modernize



2. But…traditional forces still exist




a. Upper classes maintains system of oligarchy




b. Nationalism runs high




c. Industrialization concentrated in small group of zaibatsu





a. Four largest (Mitsubishi) controlled a ton






a. 21% banking, 35% shipbuilding, 21% mining





b. Wealth doesn’t benefit masses – controlled by elite few





c. Direct link to government – government has vested interest






a. Looks a bit like Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany



3. Militarism and Invasion of Asia




a. Major cause – Great Depression





a. Exports drop 50%





b. Nationalism skyrocketed, anti-Westernism grew




b. Rise of Nationalism





a. Kita Ikki – celebrity – right wing nationalist






i. “Asia for Asians” – kick out Europeans




c. Takes over Manchuria – Manchukuo





a. Install Henry Pu-yi – remember him – last emperor of China




d. Japan withdraws from League of Nations




e. Prime Minister assassinated




f. Emperor Hirohito controlled by military




g. War starts in 1937 – New Order – Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere





a. Attacked in full force





b. Committed dreadful atrocities






i. “Rape of Nanjing” – 200,000 > 300,000 women/children





c. Then push to Southeast Asia – push out French and British

2. The Tigers – prosperous nations in Asia – Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Indonesia, Singapore


a. Economic and technical modernization


b. Urbanized greatly


c. High degree/variety of social services


d. Economies post-industrial and high-tech


e. Japan equaled or surpassed the West


f. Nominally democratic


g. Slow to embrace/tolerate diversity and individualism

b. Japan





1. In 1920s experienced mass consumerism





2. After WWII, women’s suffrage no more Shintoism national religion





3. Social security for elderly





4. After US occupation, gov’t takes over control of student textbooks





5. Traditions such as tea ceremony, Kabuki, No theater continue





6. Work schedules – less leisure time than US






a. But…baseball becomes popular

